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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . This is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The closest 
prior art Stefik et al U.S. Pat. No. 6,233,684 discloses a trusted rendering system 
for use in a system for controlling the distribution and use of digital work. 
Yoshida et al JP02000156781A discloses a digital watermark imbedding device, 
illegality detector and computer-readable storage medium. 
However, neither Yoshida nor Stefik singularly or in combination fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the recited feature: 

As per claims 1 , 9, 14, and 18 " wherein the contents data comprises a plurality 
of portions, and control information specifying predetermined filtering for a 
predetermined portion has been embedded in the contents data as a digital 
watermark; retaining level information in a terminal involved in the reproducing or 
distributing of the contents data; deciding how to execute the predetermined 
filtering for the predetermined portion of the contents data based on the extracted 
control information and the obtained level information; filtering the predetermined 
portion of the contents data according to the decision; and reproducing or 
distributing the contents data with the filtered predetermined portion and at least 
one unfiltered portion". 

As per claims 8, 17, and 23 " wherein the contents data comprises a 
plurality of portions, and control information specifying predetermined filtering for 
a predetermined portion has been embedded in the contents data as a digital 
watermark; extracting the control information from the contents data, wherein the 
control information includes one or more items of level information for 
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determining whether the predetermined filtering is to be applied to the 
predetermined portion of the contents data; and the level information comprises 
information about a maximum number of times the contents are replayed; 
deciding how to execute the predetermined filtering for the predetermined portion 
of the contents data based on the extracted control information, wherein the 
deciding step comprises determining whether the predetermined filtering is 
applied to a specific portion of the contents based on one or more items of the 
level information included in the control information; filtering the predetermined 
portion of the contents data according to the decision; and reproducing or 
distributing the contents data with the filtered predetermined portion and at least 
one unfiltered portion". 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose 
telephone number is 703 305-3987. The examiner can normally be reached on 
6:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703 305-9769. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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